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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


“Again the Secretary-Treasurer is after yout The Society of American 
Bacteriologists is just as much of a democracy as you make it. Let me especially 
urge every member to vote. 


"Our Society took the lead in developing a great Microbiological Congress--it 
Was a success, and the Committee returned to the Socicty the money we advanced to 
make that success possible. Under the disturbed world conditions we have a commit- 
tee headed by Dr. K. F. Meyer planning with our Seuth American friends to make an 
Inter-American Society and publication possible. We arc proposing a new series of 
Monographs, and other projects of national and intcrnational scope are pressing. 
Give your new officers the confidence in your interest by your votes. Dr. Baldwin 
and I will be looking for you in St. Louis." 


Charles Thom 
President 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


Place: St. Leuis, Missouri 
Dates: December 27, 28, and 29, 1940 


Headquarters: Hotel Jefferson, Twelfth Boulevard at Lecust 
Sponsored by the Eastern Missouri Branch 


You will see from the enclosed preliminary program of the St. Louis meeting thai 
‘an excellent scientific program has been arranged by the Program Committee, A num- 
ber of innovs.tions have been made which should increase materially the enjoyment and 
value gained from the sessions. Dr. George P. Berry, Chairman of the Pregram 
Committee writes as follows: 


"The St. Louis group has outdone itself in perfecting plans for our entertain- 
ment. The facilities at the hotel are splendid. Furthermore, the very active 
members of the subcommittee on entertainment for ladies have thought up ways and 
means for giving any women that attend the meeting an interesting and diverting time. 
Through the activities of various members of the Local Committee a considerable num 
ber of firms located in St. Louis have been led to provide funds decided to under- 
write in part the expense of the banquet and the cost of accomodations for graduate 
students. I believe that many young men will be attracted to the meeting. I have 
accepted 136 abstracts."--George P, Berry. 


Notes about the Annual Meeting 


Ladies Program: "The Committee in charge of arrangements for the entertainment 
of the ladies attending the Annual Meeting wishes to extend a cordial invitation to 
all of the ladics who may attend, to join with us in a varicty of activitics. 


"The program will include such events as attendance at the Friday afternoon con- 
cert of the St. Louis Symphony Socicty; a complimentary breakfast ty the Fouke Fur 
Company, followed by their movic in color of 'The Quest of the Alaska Sealskin'; a 
luncheon and style show at onc of the department stores; sight-seeing trips to points 
of intorest in St. Louis; and a radio concert on Sunday aftcrnoon. The ladies will 
also wish to attend the annual banquct and dance, as well as the teas given cach 
afternoon with the compliments of the Loeal Branch, 


"The Committce hopes that all the ladics who attend the mccting will cnjoy their 
brief visit to St. Louis and that our list of events will prove interesting, for 
St. Louis has many unique industrics as well as historic points of interest to entcr- 
tain the visitor."--Hcelen Norris Moorc, 


Rooms for Graduate Students: a special rate on rooms is offcrcd to all those 
attending the annual mecting; prices range from 2.00 up. There are also available 
rooms accommodating four persons cach at y4.00 per room per day. These rooms heave 
been set aside for the exclusive use of graduate students whose status must be ccerti- 
ficd by their academic departments. 


Plcoase make your reservations early! For your convenicnee Dr. Jacob bronfcn- 
brenner of the Local Committce has sent us reservation cards, and we are enclosing 
them as far us they will go. Following is a list of hotcls sent us by Dr. 
Bronfenbrenner which are within a radius of five to six blocks of the Hotel Jefferson, 
The rates vary slightly from those at the Jefferson Hotcl: 


Desota Hotel - Eleventh and Locust 
Hotel Lennox - Ninth and Washington 
Hotol Mayfair - Eighth and St. Charles 
Hotel Stattler - Ninth and Washington 


Merk Twoin Hotel - Eighth and Pine 


. 
. 
ie 
Ae 
: 
- 
: 
| 


"Visit St. Louis": A very interesting pamphlet with the title VISIT ST. LOUIS 
is enclosed. These were sent to us by Dr. L. A. Julianelle of the Local Committee 
to be included in this News Letter. Numer 46 on the enlarged mp of the downtown 
section directs you to eur headquarters, the Hotel Jefferson on Twelfth Boulevard 
and Locust Street. 


John S. Swift Company: Today we received a letter from one of our new applicants 
for Sustaining Membership in the Society, the John S. Swift Company, Planographers, 
2100 Locust Street, St. Louis, Missouri, inviting these attending the annual meeting 
to visit their plant. This marks their twenty-fifth business year. 


LOCAL BRANCH NEWS 


Dr. H. 0. Halverson, Director of Local Branches, writes: "We are arranging for 
@ luncheon meeting for the Chairmen of the Local Branches at the St. Louis Meeting. 
This luncheon will be held at the Hotel Jefferson at 12:30 P.hi. on Friday, December 
27. We are very anxious to have as many of the Local Chairmen present as possible. 
If the Chairman finds that it will be impossible for him to attend, he may have one 
of his other officers, the Vice-Chairman or Secretary, attend the mecting as his 
representative." 


Notes fron the Secretaries 


Northcrn California-Hawaiian Branch; “Dr. Max Marshall of the University of 
California Medical School was vliected local president to succeed Dr. E. W. Schultz. 
Dr. Herbert Johnstone of the samc school was elected secrctary-treasurer to suceced 
Dr. Sidney Raffel. 


"Fifteen of thc members and guests prescntcd informal discussions of current 
work in the ficlds of medical bactcriology, mycology, cpidumiology and public health,” 
--Sidney Raffel 


Southern California Branch: "Dr. Emil Bogen, Olive View Sanatorium, California, 
gave 4 paper entitled *The Dctection of Tubcrele Bacilli by Fluoresconce Microscopy' 
at our mecting on Novembcr 4. The rest of thc program was as follows: 


'The Electron Microscope’, by Dr. Ralph Tracy, California 
Institute of Technology. 

*Studics in Immunity Reactions to Hclminthes', by Dr. 

» Dan H. Campbcll, California Institut. of Technology. 

*Expericnecs of a Biochemical and Bactcriological Nature 
among the Eskimos of the Arctic Region', by Delbert C. 
Foord, Amcrican Can Company." 

--Ruth L. Conrad 


Connecticut Valley Branch: "The Fall meeting was held at Brady Memorial Labora- 
tory, 310 Cedar Stroct, New Haven, Connccticut, on Saturday, November 30, at 2:00 P.M.” 
--Mary I. Bunting 


Illinois Branch: "The Fall mecting of the Illinois Branch was held Octobcr 18, 
at the Chicago Women's Club. The dinner was attended by 124 and approximatcly 150 
were present for the program which follows: 


"Preparation and Sterilization of Surgical Cat Gut’, by 
J. H. Glynn, Armour Laboratorics. 

"Bacteriogonic Homagglutinins', by Israel Davidsohn and 
B. Toharsky, Mt. Sinai Hospital. 

'"Staphylococcic Food Poisoning’, (recent work) by Ellen 
Davison. 
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"Isolation of Typhoid Bacilli from Drinking Watcr'. by 
H. J. Shaughnessy, Chicago Branch of the Illinois 
State Department of Public Health," 
--Ralph E, Neble 


Kentucky Branch: "The sccond mecting of the Kentucky Branch was held October 25, 
The mecting was attcnded by 65-70 individuals and the banquct by approximatcly 60 
individucls. The cntcrtainment was provided by students in the Department of 
Bactcriology at the University of Kentucky. 


"The following officers were clccted at the mecting: 


President - Dr. Morris Schcrago, University of Kentucky, Lexington 
Vice President - Dr. W. D. Valcau, University of Kentucky, Lexington 
Sccretary-Treasurer - Dr. W. H. Stark, Jos. E. Scagram & Sons, Louisville 
Councilor - Dr. P. R. Edwards, University of Kentucky, Lexington." 

--W. H. Stark 


Maryland Branch: "The Maryland Branch of the Society met on October 17 at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health for dinner at six-thirty and 
lectures at eight. 


"A Nominating Committee was appointed, with Dr. J. howard Brown as Chairman and 
Dr. Elizabeth Petran and Mr. C. Leroy Ewing as members. Dr. ©. A. Perry, President, 
announced that he had received a letter from Dr. Mollari, President of the Washington 
Branch, inviting the Maryland Branch to a joint meeting. 


"Dr. R. E. Dyer, Chief, Division of Infectious Diseases, National Institute of 
Health, spoke on ‘'Typhus as an Infectious Entity.' Dr. Roger D. Reid, Instructor in 
Bacteriology, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, spoke on ‘The Laboratory Diagnosis 
of Gonorrhea', Both lectures were illustrated by motion pictures."--Ruth M. Myers 


lichigan Branch: "The Michigan Branch feels that it had a very successful year 
last year. Dues were reduced from 32.00 to ~0.50 with the results that we collected 
more money and increased our membership considcrably. 


“Officers elected at the June mecting for 1940-41 were as follows: 


Presidcnt - Mr. H. W. Schoenlein 
President-elect - Dr. Marshall L. Snyder 
Secretary-Treasurer - Miss Elizabeth J. Cope 


"Program, November 12: 


‘Sputum Counts in Pneumonia as an Aid in Diagnosis", by arthur 
W. Frisch, Wayne University Medical School. 
‘Demonstration of the Tiseiius Apparatus', by Dr. I. Forrest 
Huddleson, Michigan State College." 
--Miss Elizabeth J. Cope 


Missouri Valley Branch: The Missouri Valley Branch reports that they will soon 
have a meeting.--Cora M. Downs 


Eastern Missouri Branch: The Eastern Missouri Branch are making plans for 4 
a meeting early in Decomber.--George F,. Reddish 


New York City Branch: “In a recent meeting, election of officers for the year 


1941 was held. They are as follows: 
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President - Dr. M. L. Isaac, Professor of Sanitary Science, Columbia University 

Vice President - Edward J. Keegan, Professor of Bacteriology, St. Johm University 

Secretary-Treasurer - Dr. Carroll Grant, Professor of Bacteriology, Brooklyn 

Councilor - Dr. Nicholas Kopeloff, Professor of Bacteriology, Columbia University." 
--Edward J. Keegan 


Central New York Branch: “An interesting program was given at the Fortieth 
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Central New York Branch, which was held November 9 in 
Rochester, New York, at the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. 


"The program consisted of eleven papers on different aspects of microbiology. 


"Sixty members and guests were present." 
--Jerome T. Syverton 


Eastern New York Branch: "The Fall meeting of the Eastern New York Branch of 
the Society was held at the Division of Laboratories and Research, Albany, on 
November 29. The program follows: 


"Fermentation by the Lactic Acid Producing Bacteria', Carl S. Pederson (by 
invitation) New York Stat. agricultural Experiment Station. 

'Fermentation of Cellulose by Microorganisms Associated with Termites’, 
by Esther C. Hendce, Russell Sage College. 

‘The Concentration of Sulfanilamide in the Peritoneal Cevity of Rabbits’, 
by John K. Millcr and Albert E. Harris, Division of Laboratorics and 
Kesearch,. 

"Use of a Wetting Agent in Preparing Stools for Monkey Inoculation', by 
George Y. McClure, Division of Laboratories and Research. 

*Selective Bactericidal Agents’, Rend J. Dubos (by invitation) Rockefeller 


Institute for Medical Research." 
--John Miller 


North Central Branch: ‘There were about forty members in attendance at the North 
Central Branch Mecting in Madison, Wisconsin, on November 23. The talk given by 
Dr. C. V. Seastone was entitled "Infection and Group © Streptococci". The discussion 
following this talk was very interesting, and included practically all of those in 
attendance. 


"Dr. W. D. Frost attended the meeting, and Dr. H. T. Herrick of the United 
States Department of Agriculture at Washington, D. C. was a guest. 


"The announcement was mdc that the Spring mecting would be held in Iowa City 
for the first time, and this is by invitation of thc group in the University of Iowa. 


"Mr. Harold V. Ellingson was Secrctary Pro tem." 
--Elizabeth McCoy 


Ohio Branch: "The Fall meeting of the Ohio Branch was held in Columbus on 
November 9, Approximately 100 members attcndcd an intcresting scicntific session in 
the afternoon. Following the dinncr, Mr. C. T. Buttorfield of the United Statcs 
Public Health Service gave an informative address on the role of bacteriology in war 
and national defense."--G,. L. Stahly 


Eastern Pennsylvania Branch: “There have been two recent meetings of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Branch. At the meeting of October 22, officers were elected as follows: 


President - Dr. Stuart Mudd, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 
Secretary-Treasurer - Dr. Harry E, Morton, University of Pennsylvania 
Councilor - Dr. A. Parker Hitchens, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 
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and the program included: 


'The Electron Optics of the Electron Microscope, by James Hillier. 

"Structural Differentiation Within the Bacterial Cell', by Drs. Stuart 
Mudd and David B. Lackman. 

"Pictures of Bacterial Forms taken with the Electron Microscope', by Dr. 
Kathryn Polevitzky. 

"Electron Micrographs of Additional Biologic Specimens', by Drs. Thomas F. 
Anderson, Harry E. Morton, and Leslie A. Chambers. 


The November 26 meeting was attended by eighty-eight members and guests in spite 
of the very bad weather and the competition from another meeting at which a bacterio- 
logical topic was being discussed. The program included: 


"The Relation of Sex to the Course of Experimental Tuberculosis in Mice’, by 
Dr. Esmond R. Long and Agnes Beebe Vogt. 

"Relationship of Hereditary Constitution and Immunological Factors in 
Resistance to Tuberculosis’, by Dr. Max B. Lurie. 

‘Improvements in the Preparation of Purificd Protein Derivative Tuberculin', 
by Dr. Florence B. Seibert and Mr. yohn T, Glenn. 

"Incidence of Coccidioidcs immitis Infection in Some Parts of the United 
States', by Dr. Joscph D. Aronson, Robert M,. Saylor, and Erma I, Parr 
(the latter two by invitation) .--Harry E. Morton 


BOOK REVIEWS 


ELEMENTARY BACTERIOLOGY. J. E. Greaves. W. B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia (1940) 
4th Edition. 587 pages. ¥3.50 

The new revised edition to Greaves" textbook covers the several phases of bacter 
iology with approximately cqual emphasis with the exception of pathogenic bacteriol- 
ogy. In this latter ficld the matcrial is much more detailed, and particular 
attention has been given to the more recent knowledge on viruses, bacteriophage, and 
syphilis. 


Many justifiable short cuts are taken to enable the book to cover many subjects. 
The text is intended for a fairly long, gencral but elomentary course, the last 
third of which decidedly emphasizes mcdical bacteriology. To these ends the text is 
excellently adapted. 


A few of the unfortunate mistakes commonly found in bacteriology texts and 
earried along with new editions may still be found here. The classification taught 
is that of the 5th Edition of Borgcey's Manual, but a few orscnisms referred to in 
several cases have the much oldcr goneric names while other organisms referred to 
comparatively the nowcr generic names. 


The N-cyle is always a target for criticism in bcctcriology texts. Horc, cs 
elsewhere, one finds things that do not actuclly take placa or ore misleading, i.c., 
N incorporstcd into bacterial protein in tho gencral cycle before ontering the plant, 
seg fixation passing through NE, and NO., fixction by Rhizobia apart from the 

ost, ctc. 


In gonercl this new cdition is above the average text from the standpoint of 
clarity of style, ecxeellence of illustrations, snd objective nature as well as sub- 
jective. The pointcd questions at the end of e ch chaptcr are ce distinct teaching 
advant=:ge ever the previous edition.--F. Orcutt 


FUNDAMENTALS OF BACTERIOLOGY. Mcrtin Frobishor, Jr. W. B. Sounders, Phil:dclphia 
(1940) 2nd Edition. 653 p-gos. $4.00 
The author is Associcte in Baeteriology at the Johns Hopkins University. 
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In the preface the author stctes that from a cultural and philesophical standpoint 
the student should view bacteria, not exclusively as parasites, but as microscopic 
plants having the most interesting and valuable synthetic and analytic powers. The 
book is not exclusively medical, industrial, cr agricultural. It is designed as a 
text for the student who desires to become familiar with the essential facts con- 
cerning bacteria in order to relate his knowledge of other subjects more closely to 
life, and to increase the practical value of his training in other fields. 


In the selection of specific bacteria to be discussed the greatest weight has 
been attached to the importance of an organism (a) as illustrative of all or more 
widel; applicable principles; (b) as the type species of a large group; (c) as bear- 
ing on the practical, classical, historical, or philosophical aspects of the subject. 
The various disease producing agents are listed largely according to the portion of 
the body of the host which is involved--such as those of the respiratory tract, the 
gastro-intestinal tract, etc. The book is well arranged and illustrated. Within the 
limits possible in such a text the author appears to have presented the information 
in a satisfactory manner. It should be of interest to students of biology and begin- 
ning courses in bacteriology.--L. D. Bushnell 


INSECT TRANS! ISSION OF PLANT DISEASES. R. E. Leach. McGraw-Hill book Company, Inc., 
New York (1940) 615 pages. $5.00 

The fact is old (1891) that insects distribute the microorganisms causing plant 
disecse, but the subject has long been neglected because it fell between bacteriology, 
entomology, mycology, and plant pathology. For many this book opens an entirely new 
field; and for 211 it brings together for the first time and clcrrifics an immense 
store of important data so widely scattered that it was of little service. It is an 
outgrowth of a course begun in 1932 by Dr. Leach in Minnesota, in association with Dr. 
A.A. Granovsky, nd now continucd b: the author in West Virginia. 


The breadth of trcoatment is indicated by sclectcd topics, such as: interrcla- 
tionships of plants and insects; symbiosis of insects and microorganisms; insects 
toxicogenic to plants; the relation of insects to the spread and devclopment of plant 
disenses, including much about those ecuscd by viruses, bactcria, fungi, and various 
faunn, the anatomy and physiology both of insects and of plants in rclction to trcns- 
mission of microorg:nisms and to infection; tho adaptstion of pathogens for insect 
transmission in connection with the feeding and brecding habits devcloped by insccts; 
comparison of insect transmission of animel and plant pathogens; and methods for study 
in this ficld. The author has made no attempt at an cneyclopedic compilation. How- 
ever, apparently no important aspects of the subject have been neglected. But more 
valuetle than the material presented are the critical evaluctions and interpretations 
given. Frequent references to the world's litcrature have for the first time made 
easy the location of important source mterial. 


In composition, printing, and cbundnt illustrations this work conforms to the 
best standards of modern technical publicction. Dr. Loach has prepared a splendid 
book and has performed an cxcellent service to biology in general and especially to 
microbiology by surveying and elucidating this important borderline field.--A.J. Kika 


NEW ABOUT OUR MEMBERS 


Dr. Mortin Frobisher, Jr.: Dr. Charles Thom has appointed Dr. Frobisher to act 
as Chairman of the Publicity ( Committee for the St. Louis mecting of the Society. He 
replaces Dr. N. Paul Hudson on this Committec. 


Miss Annc M. Heyman has left the Hurley Hospitcl in Flint, Michigan, and has 
established the Hoyman Labor::tory in Flint. 
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Dr. D. Frenk Holtman has been gronted lenve of absence for one year by Ohio 
State University in ordcr to serve en the faculty of the University of Temuicssce, 


Dr. N. Poul Hudson, Chairmin of the Department of Bacteriology, Ohio State 
University, and Publicity Chairmin and Councilor of the Society, has been granted a 
year's leave of absence to do public health work with the Rockefeller Foundation in 
Europe. Dr. Hudson has served previously with the International Health Division of 
the Rockefeller Foundation in yellow fever research in West Africa. Dr. William A. 
Starin and Dr. Oram C. Woolpert are acting co-chairmen of the Department of Bacteri- 
ology during - the absence of Dr. Hudson, and Dr. Frobisher replaces him on the 
Publicity Committee. 


Dr. Charles A. Hunter of the Food and Drug Administration in the Federal Seeurity 
Agency at Washington, D. C. hs been designated by President Thom to represent the 
Society on the Advisory Committee of the United States Public Health Service for re- 
viewing revisions of the present Federal Standards for drinking water on interstate 
carriers. 


Mr. Howard E. Lind who was Director of Laboratories of the St. Louis County 
Health | Department, Clayton, Missouri, is now associated with the Illinois State 
Health Department, Division of Laboratories, Chicago. 


Sydney © C. Rittenberg is making 4 bacteriological survey of the Gulf of 
califonsis and oceanic waters off the west coast of Mexico on a three months' cruise 
aboard the Scripps Institution of Oceanography research vessel. 


Dr. Leslie A. Sundholzer, Norfolk, Virginia, writes that the activities of the 
Shellfish Investigation Laboratory have been extended and its name has now been 
changed to the Craney Island Laboratory. It is to be the laboratory of the Division 
of Public Health Methods of the Naticnal Institute of Health. The Dairy Division cf 
the National Institute of Health has been moved down there already, and the labora- 
tory will be expanded still further in the very near future. Mr. R. C. Thomas, who 
is a member of the Society has been transferred to the Laboratory from Bethesda, Md. 


Dr. Edward A. Steinhaus, formerly of Ohio, is now omployed as Assistant Bactor- 
iologist at the Rocky Mountain Spotted Fevcr Laboratory, Hamilton, Montana. Dr. 
Steinhaus is cooperating with the Director, Dr. R. R. Parker, in studying the micro- 
flora of insects which are known vectors of infectious diseases. 


Dr. Claude E. ZoBoll joined the cruise now being made by Dr. Rittenberg the lat- 
tor part of October at Guayman, Mexico, to participate in the Scientific work. 


IN MEMORIAM 


It is with deep regret that we record the death of Ernest August Pribram, M.D., 
on September 14, 1940, from an automobile accident. Dr. Pribram was pathologist at 
St. Elizabeth Hospital, professor of Bacteriology at Loyola University School of 
Medicine, and Councilor in the Society of Illinois Bacteriologists during 1938-359 and 
1939-40. He was born February 2, 1879, in Prague, Austria-Hungery. There he obtainec 
his N.D. degree in 1905 at Carolo-Ferdinandea and served as an assistant in the clinics 
from 1903 to 1907. During the period of 1907 to 1925 he was first an assistant and 
then a director of the State Serum Institute in Vienna. He held a post as associate 
professor of pathology in Vienna from 1911 to 1925. 


In 1926 he came to the United States and became affiliated with Rush Medical 
College in Chicago and engaged in rescarch until 1928 when be became professor of 
Bacteriology and Preventive Medicine, nnd Director of Laboratories at the Loyola 
University School of Medicine. 
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Dr. Pribram was a member of many societies; included among these and for many 
years, he was a member of the Society of American Bacteriologists, 


Dr. Pribram possessed a wide knowledge of biochemistry, bacteriology and path- 
ology, and spent a number of years investigating the colloido-chemical structure of 
tissues and their changes in normal and pathological conditions, and the pharma- 
codynamic action of drugs, especially cocain, garlic and tobacco. He developed a 
classification of schizomycetes and has contributed a large number of papers on 4 
great variety of subjects. 


lis passing constitutes a loss not only to medical science and this Society, but 
also to his many friends and associates. He is survived by a son, Karl, who is also 
a member of the Society. 
--Illinois Branch 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 


Addresses: The Williams and Wilkins Company have informed us that recent issues 
of the journals for the following members were returned, and would like to know if 
we can furnis’: them with new addresses: 


Alberts, Joseph 0., Animal Pathology and Hygiene Lab., Univ. of Ill., Urbana 
Boyce, William M., 3229 North Park Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Gurley, Caroline R., 70 Morningside Drive, Apt. 37, New York, New York 

Kimball, Grace, Laboratory of’Animal Nutrition, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 
Morriss, Albert W., State Health Dept., Malarial Investigation Division, Austin, 
Weiss, Emil, Dept. of Bact. and Path., Univ. of Ill., 1853 W. Polk St., Chicago 
Ziegler, William H., 419 Arbutus Avenue, Halethorpe, Maryland 


Associate Members: The January News Letter of the Socicty will be sent to 
Associate Members. This decision was reached as a result of corresponding with the 
Secretaries of Local Branches, 


BACTERIOLOGICAL REVIEWS: Dr. Barnett Cohen, Editor of BACTERIOLOGICAL REVIEWS 
has invited Drs. George P. Berry, Carl S. Pederson, and James M. Sherman to act as 
Associate Editors for BACTERIOLOGICAL REVIEW. 


Ballots: Dr. Charles Thom has informed us that ballots must be in the hands of 
the Secretary-Treasurer before the opening of the annual mecting, because he is very 
much convinced that we should count the ballots the night before the meeting opens in 
St. Louis. 


BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS: lir. John E, Flynn, Editor-in-Chief of BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS 
states in a recent letter, "the following bit of information will interest you and 
members of the Society: 


"In spite of the financial difficultics of BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS in 1940, which 
you already know, wo published in Section C, Volume 14, citations or abstracts of 
3,971 papers, an increasc of BBs over the number of abstracts published in Section C 
in 1939 and an increaso of 49% over the number of abstracts published in the samo 
group of sections in 1938, the year before the Socicty of American Bactocriologists 
took control of microbiology in BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS. The bactecriologists, after all, 
are really getting somothing for thcir moncy and their coopcration. 


"Mr. H. I, Anderson's (Business Manager of B, A.) latest report shows that the 
number of subscriptions to Section C has riscn to 413 (349 at a comparable date last 
year); 345 of them within the United States; 2135 of thom members of the Socicty. This 
is cneouraging to us because it indicates the increasing appreciation on the part of 
bactcriologists in this country. Subscriptions to Section C aro stvadily on the 
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increase; 24 subscriptions (15 United States) came in during the past month, 
ABSTRACTS OF MICROBIOLOGY now has the largest subscription list of the five sestions." 


At the registration desk during the meeting of the Society in St. Louis there 
will be subscription information blanks jn regard to BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS to be filled 
in by interested members. lir. H. I. Anderson, Business Manager, has asked that these 
be returned to the Secretary-Treasurer to be sent on to him, 


Conference on Science, Philosophy, and Religion: "An interesting program was 
presented at the Cr Conference on Science, Philosophy, and Religion, September 10 to 12, 
1940. The sessions were held in a large tent erected in the grassy quadrange of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York City. 


"Dr. E. G. Conklin, the outstanding 'pure scientist’ of the conference was un- 
avoidably absent because of illness. 


"The Pivot of all the 25 papers presented was the relative importance of the 
three fields of knowledgce--science, philosophy, and religion--and their respective 
ranks in this three-level ‘hierarchy'. Science, as such, Mad no ardent champion and 
it Was quite consistently placed on the lowest levol, mainly, it seemed to this audi- 
tor, on the basis of critiques sct up by religion and philosophy. 


"Opportunity for debate, while limited in time, was facilitated by pre-conference 
distribution of mimeographed copies of the papers. Much opposition was apparently 
aroused by the attack of Dr, Mortimer J. Adler of Chicago who claimed (1) that no 
benefit could be cxpocted from the Conference because of the limitations of the 
American academic mind and (2) that domocracy has more to fear from the mentality of 
its teachers than from the nihilism of Hitlcr."--Jean Broadhurst 


Ducs: Although dues for 1941 have been coming in at a satisfactory rate it 
would be very much appreciated by the Secretary-Treasurer if those members who have 
not yet sent in their checks would do so as soon as possible. 


Eli Lilly and Company Award: Ina recent letter Dr. W, A, Jamieson, Directer, 
Biological Division of the Eli Lilly and Company, states: "It is with great pleasure 
that I inform you that the Company has renewed the Eli Lilly and Company Award in 
Bacteriology and Immunology, which is being administered by the Society of American 
Bacteriologists, for another three years. I will be very glad to have you communicate 
this information to those interested. 


"We feel that the award has been very well worthwhile and are giad to c_.ntinue it 
for another three years for the encouragement and stimulation of work in the fields 
of Bacteriology and immunology. 


"In a letter from Dr. Charles Thom under date of October 9, 1940, he informed me 
that the members of the committee charged with awarding the Eli Lilly prize had re- 
quested that the age limit be raised to admit those who had not yet roachcd their 
thirty-fifth birthdsy. We are perfoctly agrecublo to this suggcstcd change." 

Request: There has been a request for complete sets of the JOURNAL OF 
BACTERIOLOGY, BACTERIOLOGICAL REVIEWS, and BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS. Please send replies 
regarding this request to the Secretary-Treasurer, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 


Warning: Several reports have reached the Secretary-Treasurer regarding the 
activitios of a Mr. Joc Cooper of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who contracted to re- 
pair and reline autoclaves with monel metal. According to the reports the work was 
very unsatisfactory and the charges very much in exccll of the original estimte. 
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